December 6, 2005

HONORING RICHARD NEWTON ON
HIS CAMPAIGN TO BE ELECTED
TO THE CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 1

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Richard Newton, a resident of Chau-
tauqua County for his quest to become the
elected representative to the first legislative
district in the Chautauqua County Legislature.
Although Mr. Newton was not able to realize
his dream he has been able to make an im-
pact on other’s lives in a different way.

The campaign trail is a difficult path to take.
Any person with a dream may enter but only
a few are able to reach the end. Mr. Newton
traveled that path with his head held high and
a smile on his face the entire way. | have no
doubt that his kind demeanor left a lasting im-
pression on the voters of district 1.

Chautauqua County is blessed to have such
strong candidates with a desire to make this
county the wonderful place that we all know it
can be. Mr. Newton is one of those people
and that is why, Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
him today.

————

HONORING CAPTAIN JOEL E.
CAHILL

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, Captain
Joel Cahill died last month from injuries he
sustained while serving in Irag. The personnel
carrier in which he was traveling hit a roadside
bomb, killing him instantly. He was 34 years
old. He leaves behind his two daughters, Faith
and Briana, and his wife, Mary.

Joel was the son of Larry and Barbara
Cahill. He graduated from Papillion-La Vista
High School in 1989 and enrolled in the Army
a year later. His first act was to register for
Special Forces training. With his strong intel-
lect and fierce dedication, Joel Cahill became
a decorated member of the U.S. Army Rang-
ers. Joel also went on to continue his edu-
cation at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha, majoring in general studies. He
served in Iraq with the 1st Battalion, 15th In-
fantry from Fort Benning, Georgia.

During his service, Captain Cahill became a
skillful soldier. He was awarded the Bronze
Star, Purple Heart, and Soldier's Medal, which
he received for saving the life of a fellow sol-
dier. During a training exercise with live gre-
nades, Joel's quick action delivered a col-
league from harm.

This act of bravery demonstrated how he
lived his life; by putting others before himself.
Joel Cahill had a strong sense of purpose.
When asked about his recent assignment, he
responded, with heartfelt emotion in his voice,
“I strongly believe that this is what | need to
do to keep my girls safe in the future.”

Captain Cahill took pride in protecting Amer-
ica. His brother, Randy, described Joel as a
compassionate individual with a good sense of
humor, who conveyed a sense of sincere grat-
itude towards the troops with whom he served.
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Captain Cahil’s death is particularly hard.
The father of young children, the husband of
a young wife, his loss carries an unyielding
sting. As we pay tribute to him, our hope is
the sting may be softened, if for a moment, by
the remembrance of a heroic soldier who sac-
rificed himself in service to his country. Cap-
tain Cabhill lived and died an American patriot.

Captain Cahill now rests in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery; a fitting tribute for a dedi-
cated soldier. He is a true hero. We shall for-
ever be grateful.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF JENNIFER
ROSS AND HER SERVICE IN THE
PEACE CORPS

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor my constituent Jennifer Ross, who
has recently returned from two years of serv-
ice in the Peace Corps.

Ms. Ross has followed in the footsteps of
over 182,000 Americans who have served in
138 countries around the world since the
Peace Corps’ inception in 1961. Every year,
thousands of selfless volunteers share their
time and talents by serving as teachers, busi-
ness advisors, information technology consult-
ants, health and HIV/AIDS educators, and
youth and agriculture workers.

Ms. Ross spent her time in the Peace Corps
teaching students in Cotiujeni, Moldova, about
health education and life skills, such as the
development of self esteem and the value of
friendship. In order to promote these lessons
she used baseball as a teambuilding effort
and as a means of creating a positive environ-
ment for her students.

Seeing the success of baseball in fostering
sportsmanship and self confidence in her stu-
dents, Jennifer worked to obtain a $65,700
grant from the Baseball for Tomorrow Fund.
Using this grant, she set up a summer base-
ball camp in Moldova.

Although Ms. Ross’s service in the Peace
Corps has ended, she has made a lasting im-
pression on lives of the children she worked
with in Moldova. | am proud of Ms. Ross and
all of my constituents who are serving and
have served in the Peace Corps and | offer
them my deepest gratitude.

—

HONORING RETIRING CONCORD
TOWN COUNCILMAN JOHN ALLAN

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor John Allan, whose service as a member
of the Concord Town Board will come to an
end on December 31, 2005.

Councilman Allan is a man dedicated to ef-
fective public service for the resident of the
town of Concord. Few public officials love their
hometown the way John Allan does, and his
public acts have always had the intention of
making life in the town of Concord better for
those fortunate enough to live there.
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While John’s most recent run for public of-
fice has proven unsuccessful, it is a virtual
certainty that he will remain active in local
civic affairs. That is a good thing, for the town
of Concord is better for the active public serv-
ice of individuals like John Allan.

| want to thank you, Mr. Speaker, for offer-
ing me this opportunity to honor the public
service of retiring Concord Councilman John
Allan, and | hope that you will join me in offer-
ing to Mr. Allan the House’s best wishes of
good luck and Godspeed in all of his future
endeavors.

———

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE
THAT DEPLOYMENT OF FORCES
IN IRAQ BE TERMINATED IMME-
DIATELY

SPEECH OF

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 18, 2005

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, the resolution
under consideration poses a clear and concise
policy question. Either you support the mission
our troops are carrying out in Irag or you are
against it.

| voted to authorize the use of force back on
October 10, 2002 and today | want to reaffirm,
on the record, my support for this important
mission. Furthermore, | want to let all of our
troops know, especially those who train and
operate at the four military bases in my con-
gressional district, that | will continue to sup-
port those strategies that will lead us to victory
and stand opposed to any cut-and-run strat-
egy.

In his book, The Hinge of Fate, Winston
Churchill said, “I like commanders on land and
sea and in the air to feel that between them
and all forms of public criticism the Govern-
ment stands like a strong bulkhead. They
ought to have a fair chance, and more than
one chance.”

| think that we ought to let those words sink
in. They ought to have a fair chance, and
more than one chance.

No one ever said war was easy and any
historian can tell you that anything of signifi-
cant value has never come easy. The brave
men and women serving in Iraq are writing the
latest chapter in the history of freedom.

We should look forward, continue to support
our troops, and provide them with the tools
and the strategy to triumph—completing their
mission is the most important thing to them. It
should be our goal as well.

Mr. Speaker, let's show our support for this
mission and embrace a victory strategy, not
just an exit strategy.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. RICHARD E.
TOMKO

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 6, 2005
Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Richard E. Tomko of St. Clair,

Pennsylvania for his many years of selfless
and heartfelt service to the residents of St.
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Clair Borough and the many contributions he
has made to Schuylkill County and the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Tomko began his public life as com-
mitteeman for the West Precinct in St. Clair at
the age of 21. Soon after, in 1970, he became
the chairman of the St. Clair Republican Party,
a position he holds to this day. At the age of
23, Mr. Tomko was elected to the St. Clair
Borough Council and served 8 years, including
5 years as council president. In 1980, Mr.
Tomko resigned from the council to become
borough secretary until he was appointed to
the Police Civil Service Commission where he
served for 3 years.

In 1985, Richard Tomko was elected mayor
of St. Clair. Mayor Tomko was re-elected four
times, serving 20 years in the position. A high
school government teacher, neighbor, and
friend, Mr. Tomko continues to be a vital
member of the community, also serving on my
Military Academy Recommendation Board.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to be able to
recognize a man who has dedicated his entire
life to the borough of St. Clair, helping hun-
dreds of people in my district, including my-
self. | ask you and my other distinguished col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Mr. Rich-
ard E. Tomko on his many years of devoted
public service and thank him for the many
contributions he has made toward the well
being of the citizens of St. Clair, Schuylkill
County, and the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania.

———

HONORING SCOTT TUCKER OF
PETALUMA, CALIFORNIA

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, we rise today
to honor Scott Tucker, of Petalum a, Cali-
fornia. On January 1, 2006, Scott will officially
retire after 13 years as the San Francisco Dis-
trict Manager, and 38 years with the United
States Postal Service. He is the longest serv-
ing postal service executive at any major met-
ropolitan area in consecutive years.

Mr. Tuckers career with the U.S. Postal
Service began in 1968 in Hanford, California
as a letter carrier. He held a succession of
managerial positions in postal operations, until
in September 1992, he was appointed to his
current position as the San Francisco District
Manager.

As the District Manager, Scott is responsible
on a daily basis for the delivery of approxi-
mately 10 million pieces of mail to 3 million
customers throughout northwest California that
ranges from Sunnyvale in the south to the Or-
egon border in the north. He supervises a
workforce of 10,400 mail carriers, mail han-
dlers, mail clerks, postmasters, and operations
managers. In the North Bay we have grown to
approximately 3,000 employees spread
throughout 205 postal facilities under Scott's
leadership.

The San Francisco postal district has for
nine consecutive quarters, under Scott’s lead-
ership, received the “Order of Yellow Jersey”
award for excellence in customer satisfaction
and commitment to professionalism. The dis-
trict has been repeatedly recognized by IBM’s
Business Consulting Services Unit, as one of
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the best on-time mail services for any metro-
politan area in the Nation.

In the past 13 years, Scott has helped in-
crease awareness of multi-cultural groups
within the district. Under his leadership, nu-
merous diversity leadership advisory councils
were established including the Women’s
Council, African American Council, Asian
American/Pacific Island Council, and the His-
panic Council. The Bay Area Federal Execu-
tive Board recognized his efforts and pre-
sented him with a diversity leadership achieve-
ment award.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that
we honor Scott Tucker today for the years he
has dedicated to consistently improving upon
how we all receive our mail. The San Fran-
cisco District of the U.S. Postal Service em-
ployees and customers will greatly miss him.
He has left some very big shoes to fill.

HONORING RETIRED ELECTED OF-
FICIALS FROM THE TOWN OF
BRANT, NY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor three dedicated public servants whose
service to the town of Brant has been effective
and honorable. | wish today to honor retiring
Town Supervisor Samuel J. Chiavetta and re-
tiring Council Members Eugene Czyz and
Marting Rosiek.

Although one of the smallest towns in Erie
County and among the smallest in the 27th
Congressional District, the town of Brant is in
many ways a very natural bridge between the
two counties that make up the 27th District—
Erie County in the north and Chautauqua
County in the south. Though a tiny rural farm-
ing community, the town of Brant is an impor-
tant part of our region, and | am pleased to
honor its retiring elected leaders today.

Supervisor Chiavetta, Councilman Czyz and
Councilman Rosiek served as a effective pub-
lic officials during a time of change, both in
Brant as well as throughout western New
York. Their service was to the taxpayers who
elected them to public office, and their dedica-
tion to their town and to their community is
steadfast. | am honored to have been able to
call them colleagues in government.

Mr. Speaker, | again want to thank you for
this opportunity to honor these three fine pub-
lic servants, and | want to wish to them and
to their many friends, family members and
public supporters all the best of good luck and
Godspeed in their future endeavors.

—

SALUTING RADIO ONE
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to salute Radio One,
the nation’s largest Black-operated electronic
media company. Radio One is also the coun-
try’s seventh largest radio broadcasting com-
pany, and has had 25 great years of broad-
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casting excellence both nationally and in Dal-
las. This radio station has stood the test of
time and has proudly served the community
as a source of entertainment, election cov-
erage, local news, and national events. Over
the years, Radio One has undergone many
technological and managerial changes and
has become a pioneer in electronic broad-
casting by combining innovative technology
with reliable service.

Radio One is the leading radio broadcasting
company targeting African-Americans. Found-
ed in 1980, the company owns and operates
69 radio stations in 22 markets. Of these sta-
tions, 39 (29 FM and 10 AM) are in 14 of the
top 20 African-American markets. | am proud
to say that KBFB-FM as well as KSOC-FM
operate in Dallas, Texas.

Radio One’s Chairperson and co-founder,
Catherine L. Hughes, and her son, Alfred C.
Liggins, lll, acting as the Chief Executive Offi-
cer and President, together have more than
50 years of operating experience in the radio
broadcasting industry. Ms. Hughes, Mr.
Liggins, and their outstanding management
team have successfully implemented a strat-
egy of acquiring and turning around underper-
forming radio stations. Their strategy for their
radio broadcasting business is to continue to
expand within our existing markets and into
new markets that have a significant African-
American presence.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Radio One in their
efforts to radio broadcasting primarily targeting
African-Americans. Their work continues to
have significant growth potential in the African-
American market and the radio industry in
general.

Over the past 25 years, Radio One, KBFB—
FM and KSOC-FM in Dallas have been a part
of every major event that has occurred in Dal-
las and in the Nation. | am certain that they
will maintain their high standards and strong
foundation as it crosses the threshold into the
21st century. Dedication, philanthropy, fore-
sight, and innovation have kept Radio One
and its affiliates successful for 25 years and
those same traits will carry it successfully into
the future.

On behalf of the thousands of Greater Dal-
las Metroplex residents who have benefited
from Radio One’s broadcasting effort, | thank
the station, its management, and its employ-
ees for their extraordinary contributions. | con-
gratulate Ms. Cathy Hughes in advance as
Radio One will be recognized at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, DC in the summer of
2006. | trust that their contributions to the
community will continue to lead the way for
many more years.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JERRY
TIPPENS

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2005

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the life and legacy of Jerry Tippens, a pillar of
my Congressional District and Oregon for the
past 40 years. Jerry died on November 28,
2005 at the age of 74.

Jerry came to Oregon in the early 1960s to
work as a journalist for The Oregon Journal,
covering among other things the Oregon state
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